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MASTERS THESIS PROGRAM PROPOSED 


In 1938 University Microfilms initiated a program 
for publishing doctoral dissertations on microfilm 
and abstracting these in an abstract journal, now 
DISSERTATION ABSTRACTS. In his prospectus to 
this program, Eugene Power wrote the following 
paragraphs concerning the proposed program: 


‘‘What scholarly publishing needs is a method of 
distribution which gives sufficient and adequate 
publicity to a title or list of titles so that the infor- 
mation regarding what is offered is readily avail- 
able to prospective users, combined with a means 
of production which can produce single copies as 
demand materializes at an economical and uniform 
rate. 


Our printing facilities today are all geared to 
the production of a large number of copies on an 
extremely economical basis. However, they are 
not able to produce a small number of copies eco- 
nomically, and with this decrease in the size of the 
market, publication of scholarly material becomes 
an increasingly difficult problem unless accom- 
panied by subsidy.” 

That this statement concerning a doctoral dis- 
sertation program was justified is borne out by the 
continued and increasing success of the program 
which was begun in 1938. In 1960 some 1200 li- 
braries subscribe to DISSERTATION ABSTRACTS, 
and in 1959 more than 6800 dissertations were 
microfilmed and abstracted in this journal. More 
than 300 copies of complete dissertations are sold 
to libraries and individuals each week, either as 
positive microfilm or as bound xerographic en- 
largements. 

During the past several years there has been an 
increasing interest in a similar plan of publication 
for research at the masters degree level. At the 
request of the National Science Foundation and the 
Association of Research Libraries, University 
Microfilms is now proposing to furnish a service 
for masters theses by the publication of brief 
printed abstracts in journal form, and by the pub- 
lication of the complete theses as positive micro- 
film or as xerographic enlargements in book form. 


Comments on the following points are solicited 
from MICROCOSM readers. 


1. The service will be available to masters de- 
gree candicates whose theses have been recom- 
mended for publication by their department head, 
the dean of the graduate school, or his representa- 
tive. Papers will not be received from individual 
students without departmental or other official 
approval. 


2. Each author will submit his carefully typed 
manuscript and an abstract of 150 words or less, 
to University Microfilms. 


3. Abstracts will be published in an abstract 
journal to be known as MASTERS ABSTRACTS. 


4. Complete copies on film will be priced at the 
uniform rate of 1-1/4 cents per page for 35 mm 
microfilm copies, and 4-1/2 cents per page for 
xerographic enlargements on book paper issued as 
5-1/2 by 8 inch paper-bound copies. 


5. The fee for this service will be $15.00 for 
each thesis, regardless of its length. 


6. The author is not restricted to publishing in 
any medium at any time, other than microfilm or 
its derivatives. 


In practice the plan will operate in the following 
manner: Anyone working in a given field will find 
the titles in which he may be interested listed in 
MASTERS ABSTRACTS. From an examination of 
the abstract itself he can determine whether it will 
be to his advantage to read the complete paper. If 
it is, he may purchase the thesis as positive micro- 
film or as easy-to-read enlargements, whichever 
is best suited to his needs. 


Under this plan the only cost to scholarship is 
$15.00—in many cases less than the cost of typing 
the manuscript. If there is no demand for the com- 
plete work, the loss is slight. If the demand is 
there and the material is needed, it is available at 
reasonable expense. Reports of reader reaction 
will be reported in future issues of MICROCOSM. (LB4 
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MICROCOSM is a publication of University 
Microfilms, Inc. with central offices at 313 North 
First Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

MICROCOSM is intended to bring interesting 
news of microfilming in all of its phases to the 
attention of librarians and others who, in the 
opinion of the Publisher ,will benefit by receiving it. 

If you would like to receive MICROCOSM 
regularly, please send a postal card with your 
name and address to 

MICROCOSM 

University Microfilms, Inc. 
313 North First Street 
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Sophie C. Hadida has written a book. Although 
not a new book, her New Pitfalls in English 
(N. Y., Putnam, 1940) is a revision of an 
earlier work. It appears in UM's O-P list as 
Order 221 at $16. 80. 


The simplest, nontechnical language is used 
throughout the book, and each point is complete 
in the one article pertaining to it. One lesson 
does not depend upon a preceding lesson. For 
example, if you want to know when to use l-y 
words, all you dois look inthe index for ly, and 
the page given solves the problem for you. 
"You'll never feel badly again," says Miss 
Hadida. 


Now Miss Hadida has written something for 
MICROCOSM, too, which we think you will 
enjoy. Read it straight through from beginning 
to end. You may find that if you missed this 
book originally you will want to order a copy 
now. 


ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A JOB? 
By Sophie C. Hadida 














This is the time of year when many of you are 
writing letters of application for a position, either 
temporary or permanent. Are you totally oblivious 
to the importance of correct speech? Ponder over 
that question a few moments. 

I don't mean to infer by the preceding lines that 
if you make a mistake in your letter that you would 
be an incompetent employee. But even one error 
mitigates against you. You would feel badly ifa 


single slip were to deprive you of an interview, of 
promotion, of an invitation to address your organi- 
zation or — very important — of acceptance by a 
social group of educated persons. 

Just yesterday my neighbor's son was denied a 
position, due to him saying whofor whom. The 
young man is a graduate of John Hopkins University; 
but evidently he didn't absorb much grammar. He 
resolved then to affect a change of speech. 


When you meet strangers the first points they 
observe are your appearance and speech, If your 
appearance is pleasing, if you are well-groomed 
and your clothes befit the occasion, you make a 
good impression. 

But the moment you open your mouth to speak 
your appearance is forgotten and your education or 
lack of it is quickly revealed. 

Your controlled voice, enunciation, pronunciation, 
and meticulous grammar advance you both socially 
and professionally. The lack of these qualities 
contributes to disappointment and failure. 

Now, don't say, ''Oh, there's no hope for me. I 
never went to high school."" There are many college 
graduates whose English is atrocious and just as 
many who have completed only grammar school who 
speak well, 

You're going to begin today to improve your 
speech. Here's the first step: Eliminate such 
cheap expressions as "Well, whad d’yu know!" "No 
kiddin'!"' "See?" (used this way: "Yesterday morn- 
ing it rained, see; so I didn't go into town.") "The 
milkman left only one quart of milk. D'yu know 
what I mean?" Include in these eliminations all 
slang: by gosh, goll darn, and other vulgarisms. 





Let us consider enunciation. Do you congraDu- 
late when you should congraTulate? Do you say 
"Pass the buDDer" when you want the buTTer? 
Say congraTulate, buTTer, ITaly. Listen for 
the attractive sound of T. 


There are ten errors in the first three paragraphs. 
If these didn't jar your ear or give you a few extra 
streaks of gray, you are probably making some or 
all of these mistakes. 

In paragraph 1, oblivious to should be oblivious 
of (easy: two o's); ponder over that question 
should be ponder that question. 

In paragraph 2, infer should be imply; that after 
letter should be omitted; mitigates should be mili- 
tates; badly should be bad. es 

In paragraph 3, due to should be because of; him 
should be his; John should be Johns; affect should 
be effect. Cpe 














KNOX PAPERS TO BE MICROFILMED 


The Massachusetts Historical Society will publish a 
microfilm edition of the papers of General Henry 
Knox (1750-1806) by early Autumn of this year. The 
bulk of the material ranges in time from 1770-1780, 
the period of greatest activity for Knox, Revolutiona- 
ry officer and Secretary of War under the articles of 
Confederation and the Constitution. 

Further information may be obtained from Stephen 
T. Riley, Director of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, 1154 Boylston St., Boston 15, Mass. (BH 
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O-P PROGRAM PROVIDES FOR 
OUT-OF-PRINT REFERENCES 
IN FOREIGN AREA STUDIES 


A Select Bibliography: Asia, Africa, Eastern 
Europe, Latin America lists nearly 600 of the 
most useful books and journals for college study 
and general reading about "non-Western" civili- 
zations. 

Designed to be particularly helpful to librarians 
and others engaged in building foreign area studies 
collections, the bibliography was prepared under 
the general editorship of Phillips Talbot, execu- 
tive director of the American Universities Field 
Staff, Inc. The work was made possible by the 
support of the Ford Foundation. 

As Mr. Talbot points out in his Foreword, in- 
terest in Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe and Latin 
America is on the rise. 

"Traditionally, and for sound reasons, Ameri- 
cans turning their eyes overseas have concentrated 
on the centers of Western civilization: not only is 
our heritage mainly Western, but in recent cen- 
turies the Western nations have commanded an 
astonishing portion of the world's social, economic 
and political vitality. Thoughtful persons have 
increasingly come to recognize, however, how 
much the current American effort to understand the 
world about us suffers from our historic inatten- 
tion to cultures and peoples outside the Western 
tradition. These'non-Western' peoples constitute, 
after all, the majority of the human race. Many 
of them represent ancient and complex civiliza- 
tions; in our generation they are renascent— often 
explosively so. Inevitably, if we are interested 
in our destiny, we must be interested in, and 
understanding of theirs. 

"The years since World War II have seen a 
rapid development of scholarly and general in- 
terest in foreign societies. Universities and col- 
leges, helped by foundations and the Federal 
Government with funds and with fellowships for 
their faculty members and students, have multi- 
plied the resources available for the study of 
‘non-Western' areas and languages. Much of 
their effort has gone into the expansion of re- 
search programs, the training of new generations 
of students, and the preparation of adequate 
teaching materials. They have also on occasion 
shaped new educational instruments, of which 
the American Universities Field Staff is one, to 
fortify the older conventional techniques of re- 
search and teaching. As a result of this concen- 
tration of interest and effort the resources gap is 
being narrowed, It follows that the time is at 
hand when colleges (and secondary schools) can 
realistically approach the problem of exposing 
their students to a meaningful intellectual ex- 
perience of a 'non-Western' society as well as 
to Western civilization." 

Out-of-print titles included in the bibliography 
can be obtained through the O-P Books program 
of University Microfilms, providing the owner of 
the copyright will give permission for the making 
of multiple copies. (to Column 2) 














NATIONAL MICROFILM ASSOCIATION HOLDS 
9th ANNUAL MEETING AND CONVENTION 


On April 19-20-21 the National Microfilm As- 
sociation held its 9th Annual Meeting and Conven- 
tion at the Statler Hilton Hotel in New York City. 
The entire Penn-Top and Sky-Top facilities were 
reserved, the former for exhibits and the latter 
for program sessions. 

The exhibits comprised the largest showing of 
equipment, supplies and accessories for microfilm 
and microreproduction brought together during the 
year. There were 75 booths occupied by some 38 
exhibitors, and in addition there was a display of 
Department of Defense microfilm programs. 

The program was divided into four General 
Sessions and one Alternate Session. The First 
General Session, ‘‘The Tools,’’ was devoted to a 
series of short papers dealing with new tools, 
equipment and concepts in the field. The Second 
General Session was devoted to Department of De- 
fense Specifications and featured ten papers dis- 
cussing the development, implementation, stand- 
ardization and applications of these important 
programs. The Third General Session, ‘‘The 
Technology—present and future,’’ involved re- 
search and application of a variety of processes 
and materials. The Fourth General Session, ‘‘The 
Applications,’’ dealt with uses of microreproduc- 
tion: in a variety of fields. The First Alternate 
Session, ‘‘Library Program,’’ explored the history 
of microfilm developments in libraries and ar- 
chives with emphasis on publication and the con- 
trol of microform publications as well as the use 
of microreproduction techniques by scholars. 

Two important publications made their debut at 
the meeting. The first was the Supplement to the 
Guide to Microreproduction Equipment edited by 
Hubbard W. Ballou of Columbia University. The 
new 120 page Supplement corrects and brings this 
invaluable reference up-to-date. The second was 
a timely and important book by Arthur D. Even, 
member of NMA, entitled Engineering Data Proces- 
sing System Design (D. Van Nostrand Co., Prince- 
ton, N.J.) 

New Officers for 1960/61 include: President, 
Frederic Luther, Indianapolis; Vice President and 
President Elect Carl E. Nelson, New York; 
Treasurer, Charles E. Fennell, Houston, Texas. 
The Executive Secretary is Vernon D. Tate, 
Annapolis, Md. (TBE 




















O-P, PROGRAM (from Column 1) 


It is anticipated that most titles will be the 
normal price for books about 6 x 9 inches in 
size, or 3-1/2 cents per page. Books with pages 
larger than this will cost slightly more. The 
price includes a soft paper cover. Hard covers 
can be applied at $2.00 or more per copy. 

Libraries interested in purchasing the biblio- 
graphy should order copies from American 
Universities Field Staff, Inc., 366 Madison Ave., 
New York 17. The price is $4.75 plus 25c 
handling, each copy. (BH 
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A NOTE FOR WRITERS 
OF DISSERTATIONS 


The Ph. D, season is with us again, and Iam bom- 
barded by letters from aspirants all over the United 
States of America asking for permission to quote 
trivially short passages from various books which we 
have published in the past fifty years or more, either 
in their Ph, D, theses, which will be microfilmed, or 
in various publications of university presses or even 
commercial publishers, 

The British Publishers' Association entered into an 
agreement with the Society of Authors to the effect 
that short passages from copyright work may be used 
in the course of criticism without permission being 
obtained from the publisher whose book is being 
quoted, if the passage is less than 300 words long. 

May I urge American publishers to impress this on 
all their prospective authors , so that permissions 
departments do not have to spend their time writing 
to one another giving each other free permission, 


(— Norman Franklin, Routledge & Kegan Paul, Ltd., 
London, in a letter to the editor of Publishers' 
Weekly, April 25, 1960) 


CBE 


MICRO REVIEW PROGRAM INITIATED 


For many years the scholarly community has 
profited from the extensive book reviewing activi- 
ties of various journals and newspapers. Despite 
the rapid development of micropublished projects 
in the last twenty years, we have never had any or- 
ganized review program to evaluate and report on 
material issued in nicroform. 

Dr. Gustave A. Harrer, Assistant Director of 
the Stanford University Library, has agreed to ac- 
cept responsibility for coordinating a program de- 
signed to review micropublished projects. He will 


NEWS NOTES 


ask scholars in appropriate subject fields to write 
the reviews, in which comment will be made con- 
cerning the usefulness of the microform used, the 
organization of the material reproduced, and the 
bibliographic controls provided. When desirable, 
photographic technicians and librarians will be 
asked to write supplemental reviews concerning 
specialized questions of optical quality, adequacy 
of cataloging, etc. 

All producers of scholarly micropublished ma- 
terial will be solicited in an effort to obtain review 
copies of new projects. Because of the cost of 
these publications, the review copy will be re- 
turned to the publisher. It is planned to publish the 
reviews in Library Resources and Technical 
Services. 





C1Be 
MASTERS PROGRAM 


The program for publishing masters' theses pro- 
posed in this issue of Microcosm has been a long 
time coming. There are many problems in connec- 
tion with the masters degree which one does not 
have with the doctorate. 

Some institutions do not require a master's the- 
sis, while in others the writing of a thesis is a de- 
partmental rather than a graduate school require- 
ment, The first problem, therefore, is one of se- 
lection. 

To those who argue that there is very little interest 
in masters’ theses, we reply that if this is true, how 
is it that University Microfilms is asked every month 
to photograph a number of theses ? 

We believe that there is a need for the publication 
of a limited number of master's-level papers but we 
ask professional advice from librarians and other 
readers of Microcosm concerning this whole problem. 
Please let us hear from you. 
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